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Teaching intellectual honesty
• To whom?
• What do they need to know and why?
• When and where?
• How?
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To whom?
Gen M – the Millenials

Generational differences: cultural 
reference points

Generational differences: reality 
check

BELOIT COLLEGE'S MINDSET LIST®
FOR THE CLASS OF 2011

Most of the students entering College this fall, members of 
the Class of 2011, were born in 1989. For them, Alvin Ailey, 
Huey Newton, Ted Bundy, and Abbie Hoffman, have always 
been dead.

They have never rolled down a car window or “dialed” a 
phone.
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Generational differences: browsing 
for information

Generational differences: attitudes 
towards intellectual property

U Can’t Touch This

Superfreak

Music sampling

Generational differences: attitudes 
towards intellectual property

If it’s on the web it is free!
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What do they need to know?
• Information literacy
• Intellectual honesty
• Skills for scholarly research and writing

Information literacy

The ACRL Information Literacy Standards and Guidelines

Information Literacy Defined

Information literacy is a set of abilities requiring 
individuals to recognize when information is needed and 
have the ability to locate, evaluate, and use effectively 
the needed information.

Why? The new literacy is more 
important than ever.

“An informed citizenry is the bulwark of democracy.” - Thomas Jefferson
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Some unfortunate facts…
•CBS News Poll, October 2005
How were humans created? 

Evolution - 38%
Divine intervention – 62%

•Scripps Howard News Service,          
October 15, 2006

On-third of Americans 
suspect the US government 
in a 9/11 conspiracy

•Gallup Poll 1999
11% of Americans believe 
that the moon landing was 
faked 

Intellectual honesty
• Cheating 
• Fabrication 
• Facilitating academic dishonesty 
• Plagiarism 
• Denying others access to information or 

material 

Intellectual honesty
• Cheating – buying or reusing papers
• Plagiarism – stealing someone else’s 

words and ideas
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What is plagiarism?

Doris Kearns 
Goodwin

Tony Blair Vladimir Nabokov

Some thoughts about intellectual honesty…

Possible plagiarists???

Barack Obama

Skills for scholarly research and 
writing

Intellectual honesty + good skills = good scholarly writing
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When and where?

Answer:   Anytime, anywhere, 
any way!

How?
• Education
• Collaboration
• Innovation

Education
The Paul Robeson Plagiarism tutorial
http://library.camden.rutgers.edu/EducationalModule/Plagiarism/
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Collaboration
The assignment calculator
http://library.camden.rutgers.edu/freecalc/

Collaboration

The Information Highway:
A collaborative project of the Paul 
Robeson Library and the RU Camden 

Department of Psychology
Click Here – Disable Popup Blocker

Innovation
• Gary the Cybrarian
• Meebome
• Web pages designed for the virtual library 

visitor
library.camden.rutgers.edu
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White House aide admits plagiarism, resigns
Sat March 1, 2008 
http://www.cnn.com/2008/POLITICS/02/29/white.house.plagiarism/index.html?iref=hpmostpop

• Hart, an author and former professor at Columbia and 
Dartmouth, said he received Goeglein's e-mail apology 
Thursday. "I told him I was flattered he'd used it. It 
doesn't damage him in my estimation at all. I'm glad he 
spread the word."

• But Hart said he wasn't condoning plagiarism. "If it came 
in an academic context, it'd have to be dealt with," 
he said, but he feels this situation is different. "I think 
stuff flies around on the Web, in journalism 
and so on."

Conclusion…it is in your hands!

+ =
Honest and successful students

Questions and 
comments

Write to us:
ggolden@camden.rutgers.edu
bowman@camden.rutgers.edu
jgibson@camden.rutgers.edu

Visit the library web site
library.camden.rutgers.edu


